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Given the many scienti®c contributions William J. Bigler
made to public health in Florida, it is remarkable that it will
likely be his role in telling that profession's heroic and too
often unsung history for which he will likely be most

remembered. In fact the updated edition of this book is being published 25
years after the journal article that inspired it was written in 1989. That
piece, titled ªPublic Health in FloridaÐYesteryear,º was itself written to
celebrate Florida's Public Health Centennial.
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Excerpt from: ªHistoryÐ
Florida Public Health
Association,º historical
collection of State Board
of Health papers,
University of Florida,
Borland Library,
Jacksonville.

Florida Public Health Association, 1931
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At a second meeting in Jacksonville December 8±10, 1930, the ¯edgling FPHA accepted
183 applications for charter membership, elected of®cers and formed select committees in
anticipation of incorporation the following spring. Since then, the FPHA has been an
essential partner in the development of public health laws, rules, policies, programs and
resources.


